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DANTE WYNDHAM ARTHURS 

466. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Attorney General: 
I refer to the case of Dante Wyndham Arthurs and the original allegation of indecently dealing with a young girl 
in 2003.  

(1) Was an indictment issued by the Director of Public Prosecutions in regard to that matter? 

(2) How many victims were the subject of the indecent dealing allegations? 

(3) Did Mr Arthurs confess in his video record of interview to this prior offence? 

(4) What other evidence was available to the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions besides 
Mr Arthurs’ video record of interview? 

(5) Will the Attorney General provide a transcript of the alleged overbearing comments made by the police 
on the video record of interview? 

(6) When the DPP’s office filed a notice of discontinuance in relation to these charges, did the office 
outline its reasons to the court?  

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
(1)-(6) I have not seen the video, or a transcript of it, in relation to the charges that Dante Arthurs faced arising 

out of events in 2003.  The member for Nedlands asked: did the Director of Public Prosecutions file - 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Are you saying you have not had a brief on this? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Sorry? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Did you say you haven’t had a briefing on this? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  What I said was: “I have not seen the video”.  The member for Nedlands asked whether 
the DPP had filed - 

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Or seen a transcript of it.   

The member for Nedlands asked whether the DPP filed an indictment on that matter.  I know that charges were 
laid by the police on that matter.  I am not sure at exactly what point it was discontinued, but it was discontinued 
by the DPP on the basis that the evidence would not be admissible, in the view of the DPP.   

The member for Nedlands asked how many victims there were.  My understanding is that there was one.   

Ms S.E. Walker:  Would you provide us with that information? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Sorry? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Will the Attorney General provide us with that information; that is, whether an indictment 
was issued? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I have told the member for Nedlands what I understand the situation to be. 

The third question was: did he confess?  As I have said, I have not seen the video or the transcript of these 
matters.  The member for Nedlands asked what other evidence was there.  This was a decision made by the DPP 
to discontinue that prosecution on the basis that there was insufficient evidence to be able to sustain a 
prosecution.  The member for Nedlands asked, fifthly, about a transcript.  I have not seen a transcript.  That is a 
matter that could be directed to the DPP. 

The member’s final point was a notice - 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Of discontinuance. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Yes, what was the question about? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  When the DPP’s office filed a notice of discontinuance in relation to these charges, did the 
office outline its reasons to the court? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I have not seen the transcript of what was said in court on that occasion, so I am not able 
to answer that question.   

Ms S.E. Walker:  Well, you’ve seen nothing.  I’ll ask you the questions again. 
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Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I make this point: the police interviewed Dante Arthurs with an allegation that in 2003, I 
think it was, an indecent assault had occurred on a young girl.  The police record of interview was, in the opinion 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions, not admissible because it was obtained under some measure of duress or 
vigorous questioning of Dante Arthurs at that time.  Therefore, the prosecution was discontinued.  Again, on this 
occasion, Justice Blaxell, I think two weeks ago, ruled that certain video recordings of Dante Arthurs were not 
admissible in the current matters with which Dante Arthurs was charged, being both sexual assault and wilful 
murder of young Sofia.  It was an absolutely disgusting crime. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Nedlands! 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  It was a disgusting crime at the worst end of the scale.  Dante Arthurs will, as is required 
by law, receive a life sentence.  I find it hard to believe that any Attorney General in my lifetime would ever 
consider Dante Arthurs fit to be released into the community. 
 


